“And the Word
became flesh
and lived among us.”
(John 1:14)

Trusting in
God's love & concern,
we have been asked to pray for:
our congregation, our neighbors,
and the family & friends
of St. David’s.

Those who are hospitalized, ill, or homebound:

Dear Members & Friends of St. David’s,
The message of Christmas is the joyous good news that God has come
to be with us. And our celebrations of Christmas are among our largest
of attended services. This makes perfect sense, because Christmas
has always been meant to be good news for ALL people - that the Word
became flesh and lived among US (plural). Therefore, it is not meant to
be celebrated alone, but within a community.
However, as we continue to adapt to life during this pandemic, and with
new uncertainties arising with emerging variants, the thought of gathering in larger crowds can cause apprehension. Therefore, please know,
that if you join our services virtually on-line, you are still apart of “us”
and of our “communal celebration.” And if you do join us in person,
please continue to follow our protocols - to wear masks as you enter
and move around, until you’re seated in the marked-off, sociallydistanced “seating sections.”
Because Christmas is God’s joyously wonderful news that is meant for
ALL people (Republicans and Democrats, those who are fully vaccinated and those who are more skeptical), … and it’s meant to be celebrated TOGETHER. So, let’s do what we can to keep each other safe, so
we can celebrate this joyous good news the way it’s meant to be celebrated. Thank you.

Andrea Distler, Glenn Miller, Joe Porter, Kathy Abrescia, Clifford
Mosscrop, Teresa Agolia, Penny Candela, Gail O’Donovan, Eileen
D., JoAnn, Anthony Crapis, Audrey Muller, Laurie Van Allen-Link, Michael Marino, Carmen Julia Roman, Sharon Gottcent, Abigail Ward,
Horst Mahr, Elsie Grabow, Debra Monaco, Kevin Bayen, Gabby Centofente, James Clifford, Clifford Mosscrop, Derek Figueredo, Judy
Hinsch, Dorothy Barritt, Michael Altenburger, Annie Figueredo, Timothy Fagan, Patricia Porter, Dan Becker, Laurie Zettwock, Randy Saitta, Pastor Bruce Ewen, Ann & John Lovatt, Gino Catalano, Ron Ottomano, Gayle & Richard Wertz, Nancy Beato, Jillian Coulin, Irv Wilson, Teresa Colon Guzman, Gregory Talbot, Jim Trinder (husband of
Susan Mast Trinder), Mary O’Connor, Tom Lively, Vi Madison, Jo
Ann & Jim Justus, Robert Kruse, John Simpson, Pittelli Family, John
& Ofelia Barritt, Josh Piazzaro, Frances Centofante, Ralph Barris,
Janet Bailey, Flo Devito, Annette Dumont, Edith Cammarata, John
Hackeling, Kristin Sommer, Frank Lewitsch, Edith Wilckens, Ashley
Quiambao, Max Figueredo, Dot Fullert, Bob Gfererer, Barbara Darabasht

Those who have passed over the last month:
Marilyn Ruppert, Elsie Herzog (in remembrance of), Arthur Wade,
Linda Schiede, Don McCauley, Irv Wilson, Linda Gallo, Olga Cohen,
Louise Rouvar, Tony Bouchard, Sister Eleanor Quaderer, Edward
“Doc” Dawkins, James Glatthaar, Walter Dermody, John McGarry,
Catherine Niemiec, Ruth Annunziato, Karen Krieg, William Walter,
Walter Petersen, Wilbur Kauff, Emma Schneider

Please let us know
if you have a name to add to our prayer list.
Also, please let us know
when someone can be taken off the list,
so that we can celebrate their recovery. Thank you.
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The Things We Get FROM Christmas
The things we get for Christmas will not last as long as the things we
get from Christmas. We will finish our Christmas treats, get bored with
our Christmas toys, & grow out of our Christmas clothes. But the things
we get from Christ this Christmas & always - hope, peace, love & joy will go with us all our life.
Preparing for the holidays can be a lot of work. In fact, during the next
few weeks, your Christmas to-do list is probably about to grow into an
outrageous, poster-sized banner. –right? Then, before you know it;
your Christmas experience turns into a frenzy.
Why not do it differently this year? Let’s get a head start on this season
to ensure that this Christmas is about the celebration of the birth of Our
Savior. Below you will find five ways you can prepare for Christmas,
while remembering the reason we celebrate the season.
1. Add an advent calendar to your nightly routine. This is a wonderful way to prepare your family for the celebration of the birth of Jesus.
2. Decorate your Christmas tree as a family. Choose lights & ornaments that represent the true Christmas story. You'll be able to easily
see them & remember the reason for the season all year long.
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3. Serve others. Start a card ministry, deliver pre-cooked Christmas
dinners (or easy-clean-up meals) to your elderly friends, or volunteer
your time at a local food pantry. By serving others at Christmas & yearround, you are answering God’s call in your life.
4. Decorate gradually. Slow down the process of putting your nativity
scene out. By displaying your manger scene one piece at a time, you
will be able to truly focus on the involvement of each person in the miraculous first Christmas story — of course, topping it off Christmas Day
with the arrival of baby Jesus.
5. Find time to sit quietly. As the busyness of the Christmas season is fast approaching, set aside a designated time each day to fully
focus on listening to God’s voice. Pick up some prayer resources to
help deepen your personal relationship with Jesus as we approach the
celebration of His birth.
We all know how easy it is to get caught up in the Christmas rush. We
hope our five ways to prepare you for the holidays will help bring your
focus back to the amazing Christmas story & His unfailing love for us.
May this season, and always, be filled with hope, peace, love & joy!

- Internet Resource

Our Life Together at St. David’s
December:
Weekly Worship Schedule:

“St. David’s

“In-Person” Worship

Heating Fund”

Sundays @ 10 a.m.

** SEE INSERT
in this newsletter

w/ ASL Interpretation

Sundays @ 4 p.m.

Mark Your
January Calendars:

“Virtual” Worship
Our 10 a.m. service is livestreamed,
and available on-line anytime afterwards.

Worshipping Safely
& in Good Conscience
With people still getting vaccinated and our
Covid numbers still fluctuating, we continue to
have the below safety procedures and protocols in place for our worship. Our goal is to
balance the growing desire for freedoms that
the vaccines allow, while also maintaining a
safe environment where all people can feel
comfortable worshipping together.
 To accommodate safe social distancing
(as some may not be fully vaccinated),
seating sections will remain taped-off.
 Everyone is asked to continue to wear
face masks into church. However, once
seated, if fully vaccinated and comfortable with the people in your seating
section, you may take off your mask to
worship. We ask that masks be put back
on when leaving the service or walking
around at any time. Anyone not vaccinated, or not comfortable for any reason, is encouraged to keep your masks
on.
 We have resumed serving the wine at
Communion, but we are now using a
“pouring chalice,” where people have
their plastic, single-use, individual cups
filled (they are later recycled). The goal is
to maintain the unity of the shared chalice,
while also addressing sanitary concerns.

Thank you for your
cooperation & understanding!

News from our
St. David’s
Preschool
Ho Ho Ho! It’s that time of the year for
our classroom Elves on the Shelf to visit.
You all better watch out!
The children look forward to our Chapel
visits with Pastor Micah. He will prepare
the children with the stories about the
coming of Baby Jesus and Christmas.
Thank you to all who participated in The
Giving Tree this year. We had an enormous outpouring of gifts, given with love.
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

— Colleen Smith & the Preschool Team

In our month long Thanksgiving Food Drive,
St. David’s collected 1,445 pounds of food for
families in need, and for our Giving Tree,
we’ve gathered 140 presents to spread our
Christmas joy. Thank you all for your kindness
and generosity.

“A Little Night Music
with Bethany”
Saturday, January 29th
Starting at 5:00 p.m.

Christmas Caroling

Join us for a beautiful evening with a piano
recital and refreshments

Sunday, December 12th
After the 10 a.m. service - @ 11:30-ish
A group of us will gather to go Christmas Caroling. Please join us as we have fun singing
and spreading the joy to others during this holiday season!

Congregational
Meeting
Sunday, January 30th
Starting at @ 11:15 a.m.
(after our 10 a.m. service)

Our Sunday School’s

Memorial Gift:

Christmas Pageant

The following gift has
been recently made to
our Memorial Fund to
support our ministry at
St. David’s.

Sunday, December 19th
at the 10 a.m. service
Please be sure to join us, as this is surely a
special event for our children every year.
Children scheduled to be in the pageant
should arrive by 9:00 am.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

** Our Pageant Rehearsals are during Sunday
School and following worship until the pageant.

By Rev. Juanita & Walt Hilsenbeck

“Longest Night /
Blue Christmas”
Service
Sunday, December 19th
at the 4 p.m. service
The holidays can be a sad and painful time for
some. In this special service of Holy Communion, we’ll be offering prayers for healing, for
comfort, and for God’s light to break into the
dark times of our lives.

Arthur Wade

Contact Us:
St. David's
Lutheran Church
20 Clark Blvd.,
Massapequa Park, NY
Church:
(516) 799-7832
Preschool:
(516) 799-5824
E-mail: parishsecy@stdavidslutheran.net

Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

